CA Finish for Pens... One man’sopinion
by Don Ward

| recently wote an article for a woodturning club’s newsletter in
the UK on how | apply CAto finish ny pens. | use CA and boiled
linseed oil in what is often called the CABLO finish. | have finally
settled in to what works best for ne. It may work for you or you nmay

need to tweak it to make it work for you. I've tried all of the
applicators that have been suggested and paper towels work best for
me. | will even say |’'ve tried the nost popul ar brands anong

penturners and plain white Bounty is nmy applicator towel of choice.
VWhat follows is the part of the article that explains how !l apply CA
in conjunction with BLO for attaining what | consider to be the best
finish 1’ve tried. | hope it helps if you are struggling with CA as a
finish or if you ve been considering using CA as a finish for your
pens.

Il will not try to outline a sanding regi nen because we each have our
own preferences. | do sand with normal sandpaper to 600 grit then
change to a cushi oned abrasive product called m cronmesh
(http://ww. si sweb. comm cronmesh/). Gits are available from 1500 to
12000 and | use 1500, 1800, 2400, 3200, 3600, 4000, 6000, 8000,
12000. After any sanding | stop the |athe and sand | engt hwi se and

cl ean the pen bl anks with denatured al cohol.

Now, the reason for this article. | wll attenpt to outline ny
techni que for applying a CA/BLO (cyanoacryl ate glue and boil ed
linseed oil) finish for pens. First, | sand the pen with 180 grit
sandpaper and apply a sanding sealer. | use Myland s Cell ul ose
Sandi ng Seal er. Any good quality, fast drying sanding seal er should
work fine. Thin CAis sonetines used as a sealer. If the wood has
open grain then | catch sanding dust on the sandpaper and use the
dust to make slurry with CA. This slurry is used to coat the pen and
fill the open grain. This layer of thin CAis sanded off, |eaving the
dust/CA slurry in the grain as filler. The dust is collected on the
sandpaper underneath the pen. Thin CAis drizzled on and allowed to
mx wth the dust formng the slurry. Do this for the entire |length
of the pen. Use a scraper or sand paper to renove the CA | ayer back
to the wood. | then sand 180-600 and 1500-12000 m cronmesh. | mcro
mesh all wooden pens prior to applying the CA/BLO finish. After the
final sanding and just prior to beginning the CA application, | clean
each wood blank with a cloth danpened wi th denatured al cohol.



Here is nmy basic CA/BLO finish application for pens:

1) Lathe speed: slow. Using a small piece of paper towel folded
several tines, put on light coat of BLO ..l use 3 drops for the
entire pen. | apply the finish at a much faster |athe speed now than
| did when | first started | earning.

(note: if you use too nuch oil the CA will gunk up and not be nice
and smooth or the finish wll appear to have sonme ghosting spots,
i ke maybe the CA is not stuck to the wood)

2) Hold the paper towel applicator from step 1, used to apply the
BLO, on the bottom side of blank Starting with the paper towel and CA
bottle on sanme end of pen, add a thin layer of nmedium CA on top of
blank as its spinning while noving the CA and towel pad from one end
to the other - one pass only...then add light pressure with the paper
towel on the blank, constantly noving side-to-side until the CA is
dry and the surface of the pen is snmooth and slick...the CA wll heat
up sone...repeat process for second blank.. Keep the paper towel
moving and the CA will cure to a bright shinny coating. After sone
practice you wll be able to determine how long to Kkeep the
applicator on the blank and noving. | think many who try this renove
the applicator too soon and hence the high failure rate and
frustration. Now, do the sane to the other half of the pen. (the heat
is fromthe CA curing, not the friction applied by the paper towel
applicator)

3) | sonetinmes lightly sand between the CA l|layers, but nobst of the
time | don't.you will learn to tell when you should. | use very fine
sandpaper (600 or 1000) or the 1500MM sheet

4) Repeat step two.l do three coats of CA/BLO and sonetines four.

5) After final CA/BLO application | sand with Mcro Mesh 1500 to
12000.

6) After sanding with MM | buff with white dianond and HUT Utra
G oss Plastic Polish

7) Sonme use a scratch and swirl renover auto polish instead the HUT
Utra doss Plastic Polish.

MCGQuire's auto scratch and swrl renover is one that 1is
popular. | don’'t use this nyself.

8) As a final treatnent, Renaissance Wax is one choice for a topcoat.
Ren Wax is not so nmuch a finish as a protectant. | did not |ike the
oily feel that Renai ssance Wax had and after using a few tines | set
it aside and it finally dried up. But, | have started using a
product devel oped by another pen turner called Trade Secret for Wod,
or TSW TSW has becone ny topcoat of choice. It is a wonderful
product and a great final dressing for pens. It has a build up



quality that allows it to fill mcro scratches and gives the pen a

wonder ful snooth and glossy final look. | use it on every pen | nake.
TSW is applied with a soft cloth, allowed to dry to a haze, and
buffed off with a soft, clean, and dry cloth. | have used TSW over

CA, lacquer, and Enduro and it works great. A wonderful product.

That’s how its done and the result is a great durable finish for
pens. After using this finish for 3 years now, | get such a great
| ooking finish after the final CA/BLO application that | have stopped
the sanding after the CA application and go straight to the buffing
step. This has conme with practice and continual tweaking of the
application process to develop ny own technique. | have begun to
apply the CA to the paper towel applicator and then apply the CA to
the spinning pen, but | think learning as | have outlined may produce
qui cker successful results. Deviations can be developed as you
becone confortable wth the CA/BLO finishing process. Happy
finishing...and, OH YEA, keep a can of acetone cl ose by.

Spani sh Gak Burl

Mesquite Burl Cigars




Figure 1: Left half of blank is
After sanding and right half is
after Sanding and an application
of WATCO Dani sh Q| ..redi um wal nut .
The wood is nmesquite burl

Figure 2: Collecting sandi ng dust
with 180 grit to use for the

CA slurry as a sealer. This step
could be omtted and a sanding
seal er used. The slurry works
exceptionally well for open
grai n woods.

Figure3: Additon of CAto the

sanding dust to formthe slurry ...

nmoving fromone end to the other
m xi ng the dust and CA.

Figure 4: The blank as it | ooks after
CA slurry and prior to the renoval of
the excess slurry.

Figure 5. Renoval of the excess
slurry with round nose scraper or the
tool of your choice.

Figure 6: Applying the boiled
linseed oil .3 drops.too nmuch oil can
lead to failure..A commobn cause of
failure, blotches, ghosting,

gl obbi ng, and other failure words
used to describe CA when it does not
wor K.




Figure 7: Applying the CA fromthe
bottle. The sane applicator pad used
for the oil is used for the CA It

is on the bottom of the bl ank and

the CA bottle is on top. Myve from
one side to the other applying a bead
of CA..(One pass only is enough CA

Figure 8. Keep the applicator pad
nmoving ...you will be able to tel
when to stop.the CA will snooth out
and will feel slick and gl assy...
Keep ‘er noving...another place for
failure.renoving the pad too soon.

There is no Figure 9:

NOTES:

Cellul ose in sonme cloths and paper
towels act as mld accelerators and
may change the anount of worKking
time before curing. | think

di fferent brads have varyi ng anounts
of cellul ose. Sone accel erator
brands work differently with

di fferent CA brands.

Figure 10: Apply white di anond
buffi ng conmpound by touching the
stick to the blank while blank is
spinning. This could al so be done on
a buffing wheel. When buffing on a
buffing wheel, I renove the mandre
with pen still nounted , nove to the
buffi ng wheel and buff. Sanding
with MM woul d be done here prior to
using the white dianond, but |’ve
omtted the MMon ny CA finishing. |
used MM when | first started doing
CA finishes, and noticed sone tine
|ater that the CA | ooked great after
the final coat so |I;ve stopped using
MM on the CA. This may or may not
work for you. | know of one ot her
person who al so does not use MM
after the final CA coat. There may
be nore.

Figure 11: Buffing the white dianond
using a clean, soft, dry cloth. This
is arag froma box of rags purchased
at the paint store.it is cotton T-
shirt material.




Figure 12: Application of HUT Utra
G oss Plastic Polish. Apply on | athe
and buff with a soft, dry, clean
cloth. O her brands of plastic
polish could be used. Sone
penturners use scratch and swrl
remover auto polish

Figure 13: A top coat of TSWis

applied, left to dry to a haze (just
a couple of mnutes) and buffed with
a soft, clean, dry cloth.

There is no figure 14

OTHER APPLI CATOR MATERI ALS

Vi va paper towels, blue paper shop
towel s, unwashed terry cloth, veluer,
synthetic batting material, plastic
baggi es that our kits cone in, |atex
or nitrile gloves: There may be
others.l tried themall and use what
works for me. Ohers may find their
applicator material of choice. If
you are having probl ens, change
applicator material.

Figure 15: The end results and it was
well worth the | earning curve, which
was steep for ne.

Figure 15

NOTES

1. | would like to thank Greg W1 son
for answering numerous emails and
hel ping nme | earn how to get the
finish to work for ne. Thanks
G eqg!

2. My learning curve was steep.
abandoned the finish a few tines
but kept trying and one day it
just all clicked together.

3. | have had sone problens with
certain woods and CA. African
Bl ackwood is one and | have not
successfully finished A B. with
CA, but | keep trying.

4. Some CA brands seemto work better
for me than others. | would
suggest that once you |learn how to
apply CA that you stay with the
sane brand. O herw se, you may
need to | earn how t he new brand
behaves.

5. CA does becone old. | have stopped
buying the larger bottles from
sone of the group buys..Although
use a lot, the 16 bottle |ast ne
forever and gets old and acts

strangly after a few nonths. | buy
4 and 8 oz bottles froma | ocal
hobby shop.

6. Bounty paper towels are not the
only applicator material. They
work for nme. Other materials may
work for you



